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After all, every child in Israel grew 
up knowing about the Messiah. They had 
dreamed of a coming King in Israel—one 
who would restore to Israel its splendor 
and freedom and then rule the world. 
Convinced that Jesus was this King, James 
and John wanted to rule with Him in  
His glory.

These two 
brothers’ request 
seem so self-
centered and 
self-serving to 
us. How very 
selfish for them 
to want the only 
two seats closest 
to Jesus at the 
exclusion of 
every other disciple!

Yet in reality, the motivation behind 
James’ and John’s request is not so different 
from every other person born on this 
earth. At the core of their appeal was the 
deep desire to be recognized as someone 
of significance. They simply wanted what 
everyone wants–they wanted their lives to 
count for something.

We see this same desire for 
significance play out today in so many 
different ways in people’s lives. People 

imagine themselves leading a parade, a 
company, and even a nation. When asked, 
young children will announce with passion 
that when they grow up, they will be the 
President of the United 
States, an astronaut, the 
captain of an aircraft, 
or some other lofty 
position. 

Children don’t 
have dreams of growing 
up, only to wander the 
streets homeless. They 
have grand imaginations, 
and they dream big 
dreams. Those dreams 
can be fed, encouraged, 
and guided—or they can 
be mocked, criticized, 
and trampled on. And 
unless a young person is 
very strong, his dreams 

will remain alive only as 
long as people around 
him allow them to. 

Sadly, the vast 
majority of children 
are cut down to size by 
over-pragmatic people 
who believe they are doing the children a 
service by bringing some reality into their 
lives and talk them out of their dreams. Too 
often children are shamed, embarrassed, 
or harassed until they let go of their 
“grandiose” ideas.

But Jesus didn’t embarrass or 
reprimand James and 
John for their request. In 
fact, He used the moment 
as an opportunity to 
teach a vital truth about 
Kingdom greatness to 
them and to us. 

“Yet it shall not be so 
among you; but whoever 
desires to become great 
among you shall be your 
servant” (Mark 10:43).

Jesus taught that true 
greatness comes through 
serving. Success isn’t in 
how much we can attain 
but rather in how much 

Then James and John,  
the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, 

“Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we 
ask.” And He said to them, “What do you want 
Me to do for you?” They said to Him, “Grant us 

that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the 
other on Your left, in Your glory.”
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Imagine what might have been going through 
the minds of James and John when they first 
considered making this bold request of Jesus. 

They seemed to have been thinking of their own 
future, elevated to a place of power with Jesus.

At the core of 
their appeal was 
the deep desire 

to be recognized 
as someone of 

significance. 
They simply 

wanted … their 
lives to count for 

something.”



we can empower others. 
Of course, that isn’t how most people 

view success. Most would maintain that 
those who have the most people serving 
them are the greatest among them. 

Grace To Serve—The Greatest Grace
The concept of serving has long been 

an honorable thing. When soldiers serve 
their country, we see that as an act of honor. 

Jesus demonstrated serving 
throughout His ministry. Acts 10:38 says, 
“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and with power, who 
went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with Him.” 

This was grace in action, for grace is 
more than something we receive from God. 
It is also the power by which we do God’s 
will and His work.

In his book Covenants and Blessings 
(page 110), Andrew Murray describes 
God’s grace this way: 

“Grace is not only the power that 
moves the heart of God in its compassion 
toward us, when He acquits and accepts 
the sinner and makes him a child. It is also 
the power that moves the heart of the saint 
and provides it each moment with just the 

disposition and the power which it needs to 
love God and do His will.”

The same grace that provides 
forgiveness for our sins brings us the 
power to live in God’s 
promises and to walk 
in His provisions. That 
is the gift we have 
freely received from 
Him.

The Apostle Peter 
gives us a clear picture 
of how this free gift 
goes into action.

“As each one 
has received a gift, 
minister it to one 
another, as good 
stewards of the 
manifold grace of 
God” (1 Peter 4:10).

The J. B. Phillips translation says it this 
way: “Serve one another with the particular 
gifts God has given each of you, as faithful 
dispensers of the wonderfully varied grace 
of God.” Our serving is described as 
faithfully dispensing the multifaceted and 
abundant grace of God. 

The word “gifts” in this verse carries 
a very important insight. The origin of 
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Grace is God’s empowering 
within your heart to do what 

you cannot do alone. If you 
will embrace the grace in 

which you are to walk and 
be a wise steward over it, you 

will flourish in the direction 
He takes you and complete 

all He has desired for you.
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this word is charisma. It is the same word 
used in Romans 12:6: “But the free gift 
[charisma] is not like the offense. For if by 
the one man's offense many died, much 

more the grace of 
God and the gift by 
the grace of the one 
Man, Jesus Christ, 
abounded to many.” 
The same Greek word 
is used again in First 
Corinthians 12:4: 
“There are diversities 
of gifts [charisma], but 
the same Spirit.” 

The origin of the 
word “grace” is from 
the root word charis. 
In other words, the 
gifts we are to steward 

and faithfully dispense are the product of 
the grace we have received. The works of 
the Spirit flowing through us are literally 
the grace of God in action. 

Jesus revealed this truth during His 
earthly ministry. He healed and delivered 
people by the power of God. There were 
times that He healed all who came to Him, 
even when it was a multitude. Out of that 
multitude of people seeking Jesus’ help, 
there were certainly imperfect and perhaps 
even ungodly people. Yet He healed 
according to the grace of God. The gift 
wasn’t deserved or earned by anyone. It was 
simply received.

We, too, have received God’s grace, 
not only so we can be healed ourselves, 
but also so we can steward and dispense 
His gracious gifts. These gifts are 
demonstrations of His grace—and they are 
what grace looks like in action.

Everything God does through His 
own people is wrapped up in His gifts of 
grace. He has freely given His grace to 
anyone and everyone who will receive.

James and John both stood as close to 
Jesus as anyone could during His time on 
this earth. They thought that meant they 
might be given a position of greatness and 
significance in God’s Kingdom. What they 
discovered was that they were already  
living in the greatest grace of all—the  
grace to serve.

What they 
discovered was that 
they were already 

living in the greatest 
grace of all—the 
grace to serve.”

http://dennisburkeministries.org/_product_108598/Grace_-_Power_Beyond_Your_Ability
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henever Jesus visited His 
hometown of Nazareth, He kept

His habit of going to the synagogue on the Sabbath. One 
Sabbath day, He stood up to read, and the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. Jesus purposely found the place 
where the prophet foretold of the anointing that would rest on the 
Messiah and began reading:

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me 
to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the 
oppressed will be set free, and that the time of the Lord’s 
favor has come” (Luke 4:18-19).

After reading this passage, Jesus said the unthinkable! “…The 
Scripture you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!” (v. 21). 
Everyone present knew this passage referred to the Messiah and the 
work He would do in the world. Yet Jesus’ personalization of this 
passage was crystal clear: “God has anointed Me to do this work.”
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yoke shall be destroyed because of  
the anointing” (Isaiah 10:27 KJV). This  
is that day!

In the same way that God empowered 
Jesus by the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
to do the work, Jesus has empowered 
believers as well. When the responsibility 
for a task is given to someone, the 
authority to accomplish it must also be 
imparted. It would be unjust to expect 
someone to fulfill a task without the power 
and authority necessary to accomplish 
it. Jesus imparted this authority to His 
followers as He proclaimed, “These 
miraculous signs will accompany those 
who believe: They will cast out demons in 
my name…” (Mark 16:17). 

We have been given authority to do 
the work of fulfilling God’s purposes in 
Jesus’ name—the name that conquered 
death, hell, and the grave! This transfer 
of authority is similar to our using a legal 
power of attorney to conduct business on 
behalf of another person.

Along with Jesus’ commission to 
the Church comes God’s power to cause 
that divine commission to be fulfilled. 
In Christ, we can say as Jesus said, “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has 
anointed me to proclaim the Gospel. He 
has sent me….” 

Those God appoints, He anoints. That 
means everyone who receives Jesus can tap 
into the power and anointing of the Holy 
Spirit to do Jesus’ works. Bear in mind 
that Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that believeth on me, the works 
that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do; because I 

Jesus’ words so enraged the 
kingdom of darkness that the enemy’s 
forces did everything possible to 
shut Him up—even to the extent of 
attempted murder! 

What gave Jesus the confidence 
that He was qualified to carry out this 
work? The Spirit of the Lord was upon 
Him. The anointing on Jesus wasn’t 
limited as with other prophets. In fact, 
the power of the Holy Spirit would be 
given to Jesus without limitations (v. 
14). God commissioned, appointed, and 
sent Jesus into service to fulfill His will 
and accomplish His purposes. 

Those whom God appoints, He 
also anoints, and those He sends, He 
empowers with the Holy Spirit. So 
what exactly would this anointing do in 
Jesus’ earthly ministry? Three times in 
these verses, it says that God anointed 
Jesus to proclaim, and three things are 
specifically mentioned that He was 
anointed to proclaim: 
deliverance to the 
captives, recovery of 
sight to the blind, and 
the acceptable year of 
the Lord. 

The Gospel is 
a proclamation of 
liberty. It brings light 
to those in darkness, 
proclaiming to the 
world that God 

accepts them on new terms; that this 
is the age of His goodwill toward 
mankind; and that it’s the “day of 
jubilee” when all debts against humanity 
are wiped out. 

Jesus came to sound the jubilee 
trumpet so all of humanity could 
participate in the freedom God’s 
goodness offers. Today we live in the 
age of freedom! The debt owed by all 
humanity was paid by Jesus. Now all we 
have to do is act on the freedom God 
promised in the New Covenant! We 
don’t have to try to earn the blessing—it 
already belongs to every believer. Jesus’ 
death, burial, and resurrection opened 
the age in which God’s free favors 
profusely abound. 

Once the kingdom of darkness 
had been defeated, Jesus gave authority 
to the Church to finish the work 
He had begun by giving believers 
this commission: “…Go into all the 
world and preach the Good News to 
everyone” (Mark 16:15). What has 
Jesus commissioned the Church to do? 

To proclaim the 
Good News that 
the Son of God 
has freed humanity 
from the tyranny  
of sin and Satan. 
“And it shall come 
to pass in that day, 
that his burden shall 
be taken away from 
off thy shoulder, and 
his yoke from off 
thy neck, and the 

For everyone tired  
of trying to earn  

God’s acceptance  
(and everyone else’s)

To order, call 1-800-742-4050 or  
visit DennisBurkeMinistries.org“...a masterpiece, 

written by the Master.” 
—Kenneth Copeland
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in fact, the power 

of the holy 

spirit would be 

given to Jesus 

without 
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go unto my Father. 
And whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, 
that will I do, that 
the Father may be 
glorified in the Son” 
( John 14:12-13).

What gives us 
confidence to act on 
Jesus’ commission and 
to receive His anointing to proclaim 
freedom to the world? Confidence only 
comes when we know we are acting 
according to God’s plan. First John 
5:14-15 (NKJV) says, “Now this is the 
confidence that we have in Him, that if 
we ask anything according to His will, 
He hears us. And if we know that He 
hears us, whatever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions that we have asked 
of Him.” Our confidence soars when we 
have the assurance that what we ask is 
in agreement with God’s plan. When we 
know this to be true, we also know that 
He will grant our requests. This is the 
confidence that gave Jesus the boldness 
to expect God to work with Him and 
confirm His Word with signs following. 

If we don’t know what God 
has already promised, we will pray 
with uncertainty, “If it be Thy will,” 
wondering if we’ll receive what we’ve 
asked for. Our faith is activated when 
we are confident that we know God’s 
will, but the opposite is true as well. 
Our faith ends when we question 
whether what we ask for fits in  
God’s plan. 

The primary way we discover God’s 
plan is by growing in our knowledge of 
His Word. Yet the fact that we know 
His plan doesn’t mean the enemy won’t 
oppose us. We see that in the way the 
kingdom of darkness was stirred up 
against Jesus after His proclamation in 
Luke 4:18-19. In the same way, when 
we claim these words for ourselves, 
the enemy will try to shut us down. 
Satan takes his mission to steal, kill, 
and destroy God’s plan very seriously. 
But we must never forget that Jesus 
defeated the devil and forever took 

away his authority 
through His 
death, burial, and 
resurrection. 

Matthew 18:19 
says, “And I will give 
you the keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
Whatever you forbid 
on earth will be 

forbidden in heaven, and whatever you 
permit on earth will be permitted in 
heaven.” Jesus conquered death, hell, 
and the grave; then He turned over the 
responsibility of defeating the enemy to 
the Church. 

Believers have all the spiritual 
tools required to fulfill their God-given 
commission—yet too often they lack the 
necessary passion and boldness. Ouch! 
That hurt, didn’t it?

In order for the world to hear the 
Good News, this message has to be 
proclaimed by Christians—not just by 
preachers. The world doesn’t typically 
go to church, so the church must go to 
the world! This was the reason Jesus 
issued His commission: “Go into all 
the world, and proclaim the Gospel.” 
The world is suffering, and believers 
are called to have compassion for those 
who don’t know the Savior, the One 
Who died to set them free. 

b u r n  w i t h  pa s s i o n
God is calling you to a level of  
living higher than you have ever 
known or can comprehend, 
above this physical realm, 
beyond natural limitations. When 
you are there, the world will 
take notice. But to rise to this 
new level, you must burn with a 
passion for what awaits you.
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Remember how good it felt to be cleansed and free 
from guilt? Stir up the excitement you had when you first 
discovered that God had forgiven your sin. Remind yourself 
of the emotions provoked when you learned that you were 
totally loved and accepted by God. Everyone deserves to know 
the freedom you so liberally enjoy! Jesus commissioned His 
followers to spread that Good News as He commanded us, 
“Go and announce to them that the Kingdom of Heaven is 
near. Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, 
and cast out demons. Give as freely as you have received!” 
(Matthew 10:7-8).

Be bold about proclaiming what Jesus has done for you. 
Don’t cower under Satan’s intimidation or suggestion that 
someone might be offended. Paul said, “Don’t be intimidated 

in any way by your enemies. This will be a sign to them that 
they are going to be destroyed, but that you are going 

to be saved, even by God himself ” (Philippians 
1:28). When you refuse to be intimidated by 

the enemy, it becomes a clear sign that he 
is defeated and unmistakable evidence of 

your own deliverance! To put it in today’s 
terminology, one might say, “Don’t let 
the devil see you sweat”—because the 
enemy’s threats are groundless!

The only power the enemy has is 
gained through fear and deception—so 
it’s up to you to refuse to cower under 

his tyranny. Never forget—Jesus 
freed you from every one of the 
devil’s strategies! Colossians 
2:15 (Message) says, “He stripped 
all the spiritual tyrants in the 

universe of their sham authority 
at the Cross and marched them naked 

through the streets.” 
So don’t put up with Satan’s 

sham. He’s an imposter! Make a fresh 
decision to fulfill the commission Jesus 
has given you. The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon you. He has anointed you to 

proclaim the Gospel; to set the captive 
free; and to proclaim the day of God’s free favors. Be 

passionate and bold about what He has done for you. Freely 
you have received—now it’s time to freely give!
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Can you fall with confidence? For airborne acrobats— 
if they fully trust the safety net below 
them—it’s not only possible but essential. 
In a similar way, by trusting in God’s grace, 
we can fall into greatness.

fall
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