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here are two very
different categories

of what we can inherit in

life. First, there is what we

may inherit at the death of a

relative or someone close to

us. The person stated in his or
her last will and testament the
details of what is to be given to
us. It is our inheritance.

The second type of
inheritance includes the traits
we receive at birth. We may
have our father’s features or
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our mother’s eyes. We are born
with a distinct and inimitable
combination of inherited
characteristics and qualities that
are wired into every cell of our
bodies. It is in our DNA—the
code that makes us who we are.

The spiritual parallels of
our physical design reveal some
staggering insights that, once
understood, help define our lives
and reveal our capacity for walk-
ing with God.

Physically we are created

THE WAY TO A NEW LIFE

with a totally unique system code
that defines our every feature.
Spiritually the new birth has
provided essentially the same
thing—a totally unique system
that defines everything about
who we are and how we function
in Christ. We are a brand-new
creature in Christ. We are literally
born with our Heavenly Father’s
DNA.

In the same way Jesus was a
perfect reflection of the Father, we
as believers have been restored to



God’s original intent for His

family—to be perfect reflec-
tions of Him. It is the revela-
tion of our rightstanding before
God that comes by faith in all
Jesus has done that gives us
the spiritual platform to build
upon. It is our rightstanding,
or our righteousness in Christ,
that provides the backbone for
our confident stance of faith.
Notice how Paul laid it out
in Colossians 3:10-11 (MSG):

Now you're dressed in a
new wardrobe. Every item
of your new way of life

is custom-made by the
Creator, with his label on it.
All the old fashions are now
obsolete. Words like Jewish
and non-Jewish, religious
and irreligious, insider and

ENRICHING

Ligk,

WITH VIKKI BURKE

Fuel up

every day

on strength-
boosting
encouragement
from God'’s
Word.

1
Thursday, Decemoer 02 202

omeone Who

¢ mple of s
Jabez s an exaTP  looking 0

redefined his entire life 0!

DennisBurkeMinistries.org

outsider, uncivilized and
uncouth, slave and free,
mean nothing. From now
on everyone is defined by
Christ, everyone is included
in Christ.

Defined by Christ! Yes,
we are defined by His Word
and His work of redemption.
No longer defined by our
self-imposed limits, by others’
opinions, or by our own fears
or failures.

Jesus has delivered us,
empowered us, and made us
worthy to receive everything
His New Covenant provides.
‘We are made whole and in
rightstanding in the presence
of our Heavenly Father.

WEe also have set our minds
to push back the boundaries
we have accepted in the past.
Those limits are no longer
valid, and we therefore refuse
to see ourselves inside the
same old boundaries we
once accepted as our reality.
When we do that, we demean
ourselves—and the unintended
result is to demean God’s
work in us as His new creation
in Christ.

Take note of how the
Mirror Translation states

Hebrews 5:13-14:

The revelation of
righteousness is the meat
of God’s word. Babes live
on milk; so does everyone
who is not pierced in the

ear of his heart by the
revelation of Christ. This
is the nourishment of the
mature. They are those
who have their faculties
of perception trained as
by gymnastic precision to
distinguish the relevant
from the irrelevant.

The meat of the revelation
of Jesus and His righteousness
has become the free gift
from God to everyone who
will receive it. Jesus has
empowered anyone who will
believe to be restored to God’s
original design—redefined!

This is exactly what Jesus
said as He prayed for us in

John 17:15-16 (MSG):

I'm not asking that you
take them out of the world
but that you guard them
from the Evil One. They
are no more defined by the
world than I am defined
by the world.

Jesus was not defined
by the world’s limitations,
systems, or way of thinking.
And He said that we are
not defined by them either.
We are defined by Christ
alone—His anointing and
His righteousness.

To define something
means fo identify the essential
qualities of something or to
set the limits or boundaries of
something. The boundaries
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of a piece of property can be
defined by its latitude and
longitude. A container can

be defined by its capacity
measured in ounces or gallons.

Too often we define
ourselves within the boundary
of how far we think we can
go in life. We evaluate our
capacity, basing it on what
others have said about us
or what we've been able to
accomplish in
the past.

So many have accepted
limits and boundaries on
what they believe God can
do through them or for them.
But with this one statement,
Jesus blasts those limits and
boundaries sky high!

“You are no more defined by
the world than I am.”

Jesus has taken off
the limits. He has broken
through the barriers that have
constrained us, and He has
redefined every one of us from
the inside out. Now we have
His DNA!

This reality is stated again
in 1 John 4:17 (TPT):

By living in God, love has
been brought to its full
expression in us so that we
may fearlessly face the day
of judgment, because all
that Jesus now is, so are we
in this world.

As Jesus is now, so are
we in this world. He is in
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the presence of the Father.

In Him, we are welcome to
enter into God’s very throne
room with a bold confidence.
We are free from the nagging
voice of accusations. Sin’s
condemnation has no voice,
because sin no longer defines
us. We are no longer sinners.
We have a new nature—His
nature born within. This
gives us the confidence to
fellowship with Him, knowing
we belong.

It is in our meditation
of God’s Word that these

You how

insights will revolutionize our
thinking. The more we allow
the Word of God to change
how we see ourselves, the
greater freedoms we will begin
to experience.

James gives us a final
exhortation that is vital:
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No matter what has defined your life, with God's help, you can find...

NEW DIRECTION,
POWER & FULFILLMENT.

(ed LI fe .
Qo‘*e <,

&
©

Order individually:
The Satisfied Life book (B24)

SECRETS FOR

REDEFINING
YOUR LFg

$11.50 / eBook $9

AS A Empowered by Grace book (B26)
$11.50 / eBook $9

PA[:KAGE 817-277-9627
: DennisBurkeMinistries.org
M h

“THIS 15 & oy,
LLLTTH TP T
oY AT meoitare iy,




