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L O V E  T H A T  I S

he Apostle John, one of Jesus’ 
twelve disciples, stands out for 
being referred to as the “disciple 
whom Jesus loved” multiple 

times in the Gospel he himself 
wrote. It seems almost humorous 
when you realize all five references 
are in John’s Gospel. 

This unique distinction 
actually reveals John’s deep 
understanding and con-
fidence in the love that 
Jesus had for him. While 
Jesus loved all His dis-
ciples, John’s repeated 
acknowledgment of 
this love emphasizes 
his unwavering belief in 
his own significance in 
Jesus’ eyes. 

It is important to 
note that John did not 
see himself as superior to 
the other disciples, but rather as 
a recipient of God’s immense love. 
He truly grasped the revelation 
of God’s love for him. John, often 
called the apostle of love, teaches 
us more about God’s love than any 
other disciple.

This is the very rev-
elation each of us must 
come to see ourselves. 

Jesus exemplified 
perfect love through His 
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love as He loves. His love in 
us empowers us to live in a 
new way—above the limita-
tions of our own emotions. 

Let me quote from my 
book entitled, How’s Your  
Love Life?:

“As a believer, you are no 
longer free to respond to 
people based on your feel-
ings or emotions. Instead, 
you must choose to act 
according to the new law 
of God that has been born 
within your heart—a law 
James 2:8 calls the royal 
law of love.” 

This love-life means we 
give our love without strings 
attached. 

Paul gives us practical 
details for living the love-life:

So this is my prayer: that 
your love will flourish and 
that you will not only love 
much but well. Learn to 
love appropriately. You 

need to use your head 
and test your feel-

ings so that your 
love is sincere 
and intelligent, 
not sentimen-
tal gush. Live 
a lover’s life, 

circumspect and 
exemplary, a life 

Jesus will be proud 
of: bountiful in fruits from 

the soul, making Jesus 
Christ attractive to all, 
getting everyone involved 
in the glory and praise of 
God (Philippians 1:9-11 
MSG).

As believers, we are called 
to live out this love-life by 
following the royal law of love 
planted in our hearts. Our 
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Jesus emphasized this in 
the parable of the hidden 
treasure:

Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field, which a 
man found and hid; and 
for joy over it he goes and 
sells all that he has and 
buys that field. Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like 
a merchant seeking beauti-
ful pearls, who, when he 
had found one pearl of 
great price, went and sold 
all that he had and bought 
it (Matthew 13:44-46 
NKJV).

The parables of the 
treasure hidden in the field 
and the pearl of great price 
further illustrate the value of 
God’s love and the sacrificial 
nature of Jesus’ love for us. 
Understanding ourselves as 
the treasure and the pearl in 
these parables allows us to 
embrace the enormity of 
God’s love for us.

We are cher-
ished and valued 
by Jesus, who 
paid the ulti-
mate price for 
our redemp-
tion. Knowing 
this we have all 
we need in order to 
love others unconditionally 
and live in a new way charac-
terized by the love of Christ.

We are free to grasp, as 
John did, that each of us are 
disciples whom Jesus loves. 
Jesus revealed our extraor-
dinary value to God by 
the price Jesus paid for our 
redemption. 

We are now made free to 

B1
5$3

BOOK

The most powerful, living force in 
existence is the God-kind of love.

his only, unique Son as a 
gift. So now everyone who 
believes in him will never 
perish but experience ever-
lasting life. God did not 
send his Son into the world 
to judge and condemn the 
world, but to be its Savior 
and rescue it (TPT)!

words, teachings, miracles, 
and healings. His ultimate 
act of love was sacrificing His 
own life for all humanity, as 
depicted in John 3:16-17:

For here is the way God 
loved the world—he gave 

HIS LOVE IN 
US EMPOWERS 
US TO LIVE IN 
A NEW WAY

OUR ACTIONS OF LOVE NOT ONLY  
DEMONSTRATE GOD’S LOVE TO OTHERS BUT 

ALSO MAKE JESUS CHRIST ATTRACTIVE TO ALL.”

God’s perfect love is without question the greatest of all the 
fruit of the Spirit dwelling in the believer. Nothing is more 
necessary in the life of a believer, and nothing makes life 

richer. Continue your study on this life of love in more depth 
with the book How’s Your Love Life? by Dr. Dennis Burke.



we do ourselves  
(1 John 3:18-20 MSG).

Unlike natural love, which 
can be conditional, God’s love 
is freely given and boundless. 
By giving love without expec-
tations, we reflect God’s love 
to those around us and bring 
glory to His name. In essence, 
living the love life means free-
ly giving the love that God 
has bestowed upon us.

We practice and demon-
strate God’s unconditional 
love in many ways. Here are 
just a few that will help you 
along the way:

love should be sincere, intel-
ligent, and without ulterior 
motives. Practicing real love, 
as encouraged by the Apostle 
John is the key to truly living 
in God’s reality.

My dear children, let’s not 
just talk about love; let’s 
practice real love. This is 
the only way we’ll know 
we’re living truly, living in 
God’s reality. It’s also the 
way to shut down debili-
tating self-criticism, even 
when there is something to 
it. For God is greater than 
our worried hearts and 
knows more about us than 

•	 Love covers the mistakes of others and  
refrains reviewing their past mistakes 

•	 Love communicates appreciation 
•	 Love shows interest in others
•	 Love listens to understand not merely to reply
•	 Love makes eye contact with people
•	 Love is kind 
•	 Love speaks in respectful tones 
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WEATHER ANY 
STORM IN PEACE.

One of the greatest gifts God has given 
to people is the gift of His peace — a daily 

lifestyle, not a destination. Living in peace, we 
can see through issues with real clarity, and 

receive real answers for troubled times. 
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We are all wired by God to 
live the love life. It is the divine 
force that tears down barriers and 
transforms us.

As we meditate on His love for 
us, we will become confident in it to 
show His love more clearly.

Our actions of love not only 
demonstrate God’s love to others 

but also make Jesus Christ 
attractive to all. Let us 
embrace God’s empowering 
love and strive to live a life of 
sincere, intelligent, and Christ-
like love towards everyone we 
encounter. And remember, love 
is alive and never stops loving! 

Don’t give in: get answers and get free! In 
these bestselling books, Vikki shares 

her own struggles to overcome 
devastating obstacles and how 

to clear a wide-open path to 
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Freedom & Destiny package

Freedom & Destiny  
in one power package!
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